
HB440: Adding 17-year olds does not require four new RYDCs&YDCs 
BACKGROUND. Georgia is now one of just three states that automatically charge 17-year olds as if they were 
adults.  HB440 would expand juvenile court jurisdiction to add 17-year olds, except those charged with certain 1

serious offenses. HB440 does not require additional facilities. 
 

WHY RAISE THE AGE. Youth adjudicated in the adult system are more likely to commit future offenses and are 
more likely to be traumatized by the harsh realities of the adult system.  The most common reasons 17-year olds 2

are arrested in Georgia are drug charges, larceny, simple assaults, and disorderly conduct. Violent offenses 
comprise roughly 5 percent of 17-year olds’ arrest.  3

★ THE FLAWED FISCAL NOTE ★ The State Auditor estimates that implementing HB440 would require the 
construction of four new juvenile facilities with 200 additional beds, either Regional Youth Detention 
Centers (RYDCs) or Youth Development Centers (YDCs), at a cost of $200 million. But the 19 existing 
RYDCs and 7 YDCs already have excess capacity. 

DECLINES IN YOUTH OFFENDING. Between 2009 and 2018, youth arrests have fallen nearly 60 percent.  As a 4

result, the number of youths referred to juvenile and criminal courts, as of 2018, was lower than the number 
referred to juvenile court alone in 2015 -- and every year before it. 

 

CAPACITY IN THE RYDCs. There are presently 862 youths housed in Georgia’s secure detention facilities,  a 5

number that already includes hundreds of youths charged in superior court, most of whom would be processed in 
juvenile court under HB 440. Georgia has 19 YRDCs with capacity for 1,204 youths. 

CAPACITY IN THE YDCs. There are presently 366 youths housed in Georgia’s secure detention facilities,   Georgia 6

has 7 YDCs with functional capacity for 746 youths and authorized capacity for 847.   7
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