
HB440: Adding 17-year olds won’t cost DJJ $50,482,632 a year 
 
BACKGROUND. Georgia is now one of just three states that automatically charge 17-year olds as if they were 
adults.1 HB440 would expand juvenile court jurisdiction to add 17-year olds, except those charged with certain 
serious offenses. 

WHY RAISE THE AGE. Youth sentenced in the adult system are more likely to commit future offenses and are more 
likely to be traumatized by the harsh realities of the adult system.2 The most common reasons 17-year olds are 
arrested in Georgia are drug charges, larceny, simple assaults, and disorderly conduct. Violent offenses comprise 
roughly 5 percent of 17-year olds’ arrests.3 

★ THE FLAWED FISCAL NOTE ★ The State Auditor estimates that implementing HB440 would require 
additional annual appropriations for the Department of Juvenile Justice of $50.5 million, including $44 
million in operating costs for the Regional Youth Detention Centers (RYDCs), Youth Development 
Centers (YDCs), and Community Services. Most facilities are under committed, and when such excess 
capacity exists, adding youth doesn’t add costs; staffing levels are based on full occupancy. 

THE PROPOSED BUDGET CUTS. DJJ’s proposed budget would close the mostly empty Sumter YDC. The $11 
million savings from closing this YDC could serve 200 more 17-year olds in evidence-based community programs, 
at a fraction of the cost. 

INCREASED BUDGETS IN A TIME OF DECLINING JUVENILE OFFENDING. The total DJJ budget increased by more than 
20% ($65 million) from FY2011 to FY2020 with a 40% increase for the YDCs, a 23% increase for the RYDCs, and 
a 16% increase for Community Services.  
★ Over the last 10 years,4 the number of cases referred to juvenile courts has fallen by 60%. 

 

DECLINES IN YOUTH INCARCERATION. Between 2009 and 2018, the number of youth admitted annually to the 
RYDCs fell 55% (from 18,800 to 8,400). Between 2012 and 2018, the number of youth admitted annually to the 
YDCs fell 37% (from 678 to 430).5 

POST-RAISE THE AGE SUCCESS STORIES. Since raising the age in 2007, Connecticut has closed its only youth 
prison and detention center. Total youth placements there have dropped 78%.6 Since 2010, Illinois’ commitments 
have fallen by 275 youth a year, the state has closed two state-run facilities, and Cook County (Chicago) 
Detention Center’s total population fell by almost 20 percent.7 In New York, the first 6 months there were 212 
detentions of 16-year olds in the entire state and only three were then committed to state facilities.8 In Louisiana, 
there are 43 17-year olds in non-secure and secure custody state-wide.9  
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