
RAISE THE AGE |  NATIONAL POLICY STATEMENTS  
 

 
 
 

RAISE THE AGE  
 
BACKGROUND. Raise the Age is a campaign that supports raising the age of criminal responsibility to 18 for 
youth throughout the country to improve outcomes both for them and public safety. Raise the Age does not 
ensure that all youth under 18 stay in the juvenile justice system, but requires at least that the majority start in 
this age-appropriate system.  In the past five years, legislatures in Louisiana, South Carolina, North Carolina, 
New York, and Missouri passed raise the age laws with broad bipartisan support. That support is due in large 
part to research, data, and system stakeholders recognizing that raising the age will increase public safety, 
reduce costs, and lead to better outcomes for youth and communities. 
 

 
 
The following is a list of national organizations that support the integration of adolescent brain development 
research into judicial decisions involving youth under the age of 18: 
 
AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION. “ABA opposes, in principle, the trend toward processing more and younger youth 
as adults in the criminal justice system.” 
 
AMERICAN BAR ASSOCIATION INSTITUTE OF JUDICIAL ADMINISTRATION.  “Standard 1.1 C. provides that the juvenile 
court, rather than a criminal court, should be the setting for the waiver decision.  The criminal court may assert 
jurisdiction only after the juvenile court waives. The juvenile court should waive jurisdiction only over 
extraordinary juveniles in extraordinary factual circumstances.   Standard 2.2 C. defines those 
circumstances….Subsection 1 requires that the juvenile be charged with a ‘serious’ class one or class two 
juvenile offense [which] are defined by the maximum sanctions that may be imposed.  Most offenses likely to 
fall within the categories, such as murder, rape, and armed robbery, will be ‘serious’…Only juveniles who pose 
genuine threats to community safety should be waived and exposed to the greater sanctions of the criminal 
court.” 
 
AMERICAN LEGISLATIVE EXCHANGE COUNCIL. “Therefore Be It Resolved that [insert state here] should join more 
than four-fifths of all states in presumptively treating 17-year olds as juveniles by passing legislation to raise 
the age of juvenile jurisdiction.”  
 
AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.  “Our AMA: [e]ncourages states to increase the upper age of original juvenile 
court jurisdiction to at least 17 years of age…[and] [s]upports reforming laws and policies to reduce the number 
of youth transferred to adult criminal court.” 

 
AMERICAN PSYCHIATRIC ASSOCIATION. “It is the position of the American Psychiatric Association that juvenile 
courts should have exclusive original jurisdiction in all cases in which individuals less than age 18 have been 
charged with a criminal offense.” 
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ASSOCIATION OF BLACK PSYCHOLOGIST, INC.  "Youth are psychologically not equivalent to adults. They use their 
brains in fundamentally different ways from adults, and thus more psychosocially immature.  Youth differ in 
their thinking, reasoning, decision-making, and problem solving capacities."  
 
COALITION FOR JUVENILE JUSTICE. “CJJ opposes trying and sentencing youth in adult criminal court, except in the 
rare case of a chronic and violent offender, and then only at the discretion of, and following an assessment by, 
a juvenile court judge…CJJ also opposes giving prosecutors the authority to transfer youth to adult court.” 
 
EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH OF AMERICA. “This church supports an end to current practices of trying, 
sentencing, and incarcerating youth in the adult criminal justice system as well as ending youth sentences of 
life in prison without the possibility of parole…At the most fundamental level, this church calls for a juvenile 
justice system that more closely matches its original rehabilitative intent and is equipped to meet the needs 
and manage the risks of all youth offenders.” 
 
FORMERLY INCARCERATED AND CONVICTED PEOPLE’S MOVEMENT. “The nation currently incarcerates a million 
children, half of whom are in for-profit penal institutions. This high number of children in prison exposes the 
inhumanity of our system’s approach to human and community development.  The damage done by 
imprisoning children at this stage of life, particularly for petty crimes and misdemeanors, is irreparable, and 
continues the direction toward intergenerational poverty and dysfunction.  Sentences of life without parole 
should be abolished for juveniles and minors.” 
 
MAJOR CITIES CHIEFS ASSOCIATION. “Juvenile courts should have original jurisdiction over youth under the age 18 
for matters involving delinquent behavior.  Youth under the age of 18 should not be automatically transferred to 
the jurisdiction of the adult court based solely on their age. Instead, juvenile court judges who are trained and 
equipped to assess the individual needs of youth should decide whether the youth can be rehabilitated in the 
juvenile justice system or whether public safety requires the youth to be transferred to the adult criminal justice 
system.  There should be a strong presumption that juvenile courts have original and exclusive jurisdiction over 
youth under the age of 18 unless evidence to the contrary is presented to the court by the prosecuting 
attorney."  
 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE. “The NAACP strongly opposes any policies, 
statutes, or laws that increase the number of youth transferred to the adult criminal justice system and the 
number of youth held in adult jails and prisons.  The NAACP will work to end the practice of youth being tried in 
the adult criminal justice system and to ensure that young people are appropriately adjudicated in ways that 
enhance community rehabilitation, safety and stability.” 
 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES. “NACo supports the reform of state laws that inappropriately send far too 
many youth under the age of 18, including first-time and non-violent offenders into the adult criminal justice 
system.” 
 
“Current research confirms that the portion of the brain that controls and suppresses impulses, and is critical to 
good judgment and decision-making, is not fully developed in youth under age 18. Youth have difficulty 
thinking of consequences under stress and managing powerful impulses without adult help. Therefore, they 
should not be viewed as acting with the level of moral culpability that characterizes adult criminal conduct….” 
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NATIONAL COUNCIL OF JUVENILE AND FAMILY COURT JUDGES. “The NCJFCJ recognizes the critical role of the judge 
and judicial leadership in developing juvenile and family courts that recognize the developmental differences 
between youth and adults….The NCJFCJ supports integrating applicable principles identified and supported by 
adolescent brain development, including sentencing and disposition options for juveniles, into juvenile and 
family courts. 
 
NATIONAL DISABILITY RIGHTS NETWORK. "Research has clearly shown us that the adult system and adult methods 
of discipline used within that system, such as isolation, do not effectively rehabilitate youth with disabilities, nor 
are they effective for youth in general.  Yet we persist on using them.  One reason for this is the failure to 
provide effective and readily available community based services for youth with disabilities, which results in 
their referrals into the juvenile justice system, which then acts as a feeder for the adult system.  Or worse in 
some cases, feeds youth directly into the adult system."  
 
THE NATIONAL JUVENILE JUSTICE NETWORK. “Based on the fact that public safety and youth rehabilitation are best 
served through the juvenile justice system, the cases of all youth who are under age 18 at the time of the 
alleged offense should be processed in juvenile court, regardless of the type of offense.” 
 
NATIONAL SHERIFFS’ ASSOCIATION. “Decades of research and the U.S. Supreme Court have confirmed that youth 
are neurologically, socially, and developmentally different from adults, and therefore are more likely to be 
rehabilitated by developmentally appropriate treatment and intervention. The juvenile justice system was 
developed to address the specific behavioral, developmental, and mental health needs of youth are therefore 
better equipped to hold and treat them after an offense has been committed. We support efforts that grant 
juvenile courts original and exclusive jurisdiction over cases involving youth under the age of 18, unless there 
is evidence, reviewed by a judge, that rebuts the presumption that a youth can be safely rehabilitated in the 
juvenile system." 
 
PHYSICIANS FOR CRIMINAL JUSTICE REFORM. “The Physicians for Criminal Justice Reform support the end of the 
prosecution, sentencing, and incarceration of youth under the age of 18 in the adult criminal justice system. 
Each year, approximately 200,000 youth are prosecuted in the adult criminal justice system.  According to 
decades of medical literature, adolescent brains are developmentally different from those of adults, often 
leading to impulsive decision making, increased risk-taking and decreased appreciation for long-term 
consequences of behaviors.  As a result, youth, by law, are prohibited from taking on major adult 
responsibilities such as voting, jury duty, and military service. It follows, then, that youth should not be held to 
an adult standard of accountability when involved with the criminal justice system.” 
 
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH. “Young people under the age of eighteen who commit a criminal offense should not 
be adjudicated within the adult criminal-justice system. A special diversion program and/or court system 
centered on family solutions to addressing youth behavior is most appropriate….We call upon the General 
Board of Church and Society to mobilize United Methodist churches to advocate for legislation that will 
eliminate racism and classism in the criminal-justice system, ensure equality, transparency and fairness and 
protect the human rights of all adults and children by.” 
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